Helvetas is an organization specialized in development cooperation and humanitarian response, anchored in
Switzerland. Our vision is a just world in which all men and women determine the course of their lives in dignity
and security, using environmental resources in a sustainable manner.

For our team based in Mozambique we are looking for a motivated student to join our organization for 3-6 months
(start within the last quarter of 2026)

ETHAD INTERNSHIP

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT / SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE
MOZAMBIQUE

There are two projects available - applicants should indicate in their motivation letter which of the two proposed
internship projects is of greater interest to them.

CONTEXT

Mozambique has been one of the most dynamic economies in Africa with impressive growth until 2014 but has
since slowed down considerably. It remains one of the world’'s least developed countries and youth
unemployment, especially of women, is very high (43%). Key challenges include limited decent employment
opportunities, skills gaps, and weak mechanisms supporting youth transition from learning to earning.

In northern Mozambique—especially the provinces of Nampula and Niassa—most people live in rural areas and
depend on subsistence farming. Smallholder farmers face constraints such as limited access to inputs, finance,
and markets, high climate vulnerability, and weak post-harvest systems. At the same time, opportunities exist to
strengthen entrepreneurship, agricultural value chains, and climate resilience through improved services,
innovative finance, and better market integration.

PROJECT 1

The HOJE project (Skills and Opportunities leading to Youth with Employment) operates in the northern provinces
of Nampula and Niassa, building on Switzerland’s experience in addressing skills gaps among marginalized
groups. It aims to improve (self-)employment opportunities for rural and peri-urban youth, especially
women.

The project currently focuses on strengthening micro-enterprises and community-based business development
services, supported by local Business Development Agents who provide coaching, financial services, and market
linkages.

In 2026, HOJE launched the Green Acceleration Fund to support sustainable entrepreneurship and innovation.
The fund requires further analysis to maximize its impact within the local business and community ecosystem.

PROJECT 2

The Olima Wokumi project aims to strengthen climate resilience, livelihoods, and inclusive agricultural systems
of small farmers, their families and communities. It promotes agroecological practices, improved access to climate
information, and better post-harvest management.

The project also focuses on innovative finance and impact investment, aiming to mobilize private capital,
support sustainable agricultural businesses, and create scalable investment pathways in rural contexts.
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GOAL OF THE INTERNSHIP

Depending on the selected track, your main role will be either to:
HOJE (Green Acceleration Fund)

Analyse how the GAF can create greater impact and be scaled
Assess performance of supported micro-enterprises

Explore market linkages with larger firms

Evaluate potential to attract impact finance

Develop a scalable model for replication

Olima Wokumi (Impact Investment in Agriculture)

Conduct an exploratory study on innovative finance models in agricultural value chains
Identify investment-ready local initiatives

Map potential investors

Analyse barriers to impact investment

Develop recommendations for scalable investment mechanisms

Both projects suggest a blended methodology, combining:

Quantitative methods: surveys, financial analysis, market data

Qualitative methods: interviews, focus groups, stakeholder workshops

MAIN ACTIVITIES

Across both internship projects, you will:

Review project documentation, relevant policies, and existing data

Conduct fieldwork in Northern Mozambique (e.g., Lichinga, Cuamba, Malema), including surveys,
interviews, and focus group discussions

Engage with key stakeholders such as entrepreneurs, farmers, SMEs, service providers, authorities, and
market actors

Apply a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative data analysis and qualitative insights
Analyse economic systems (e.g., market linkages, value chains, financing ecosystems)
Develop evidence-based recommendations for strengthening project impact and scalability

Contribute to reporting, presentations, and stakeholder workshops

For HOJE (Green Acceleration Fund) you will also:

Assess performance of supported micro-enterprises (financial and operational)

Analyse linkages between micro-enterprises and larger firms

Explore opportunities to scale the Green Acceleration Fund, including to larger businesses
Assess potential for attracting impact-oriented finance (e.g., blended finance, local institutions)

Develop guidance for replication of the GAF model
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For Olima Wokumi (Impact Investment in Agriculture) you will also:
e Map agricultural value chains and identify investment-ready local initiatives
e |dentify and map potential impact investors and financing actors
e Analyse barriers to investment in rural agricultural contexts
o Explore innovative finance mechanisms for climate-resilient agriculture

e Support co-design of scalable impact investment models

EXPECTED DELIVERABLES

Across both internship projects, you will produce:

e A comprehensive analytical report / study (20-25 pages)

e Clear, actionable recommendations to strengthen project impact and scalability

e A presentation of findings for internal and external stakeholders

e Contributions to stakeholder workshops and dissemination activities

e A short reflection with feedback and suggestions for future research or internships

For HOJE (Green Acceleration Fund)
e An analysis of the GAF operational model and its impact potential
e Recommendations for scaling the fund, including expansion to larger businesses
e Assessment of opportunities to mobilise impact finance
e A Practical guidance note for replication of the GAF model in other Helvetas projects
e Strategic recommendations on strengthening market linkages

For Olima Wokumi (Impact Investment in Agriculture):
e Mapping of investment-ready local initiatives in agricultural value chains
e Mapping of relevant impact investors and financing actors
e Analysis of key barriers to investment and proposed mitigation strategies
e Recommendations to structure innovative and scalable impact investment mechanisms

¢ Insights on strengthening climate-resilient and inclusive agricultural systems

YOUR QUALIFICATIONS

e Completed or ongoing studies in Development Studies, Economics, Business Administration,
Sustainability, International Relations, or a related field

e Strong interest in inclusive economic development, impact finance, and/or sustainable agriculture

e Practical experience (e.g., conducting interviews, fieldwork)

e Interest in data collection and analysis

e Strong communication and interpersonal skills with cultural sensitivity

¢ High degree of autonomy and willingness to travel within Mozambique

e Excellent English ; Portuguese highly desirable (willingness to learn is essential), knowledge of Spanish
or Italian an added benefit

e Interest in development cooperation
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OUR OFFER

We offer you an exciting challenge within a motivated and supportive team and the opportunity to gain hands-on
experience in innovative and forward-looking development cooperation initiatives.

You will be integrated within one of the project teams and based in Lichinga (Niassa province), with the
opportunity to

e Gain practical experience in impact finance, entrepreneurship development, or sustainable
agriculture

e Apply your academic knowledge in a real-world setting

o Experience life and fieldwork in Mozambique
Helvetas covers:

e Living expenses (simple accommodation & monthly food allowance)

e Local travel and transport costs related to field assignments
ETH4D covers:

e Travel (to and from Mozambique), visa and medical costs up to 3'000 CHF.
Helvetas will also facilitate the process of obtaining a student visa for a six-month period.

APPLICATION

We look forward to receiving your complete application including:
e CV
o Motivation letter (please indicate your preferred internship project : HOJE or Olima Wokumi
e Work certificates and diplomas

Deadline: August 02, 2026, via our online recruiting portal.

For further information, please contact:

Ben Blumenthal, Country Director Mozambique at ben.blumenthal@helvetas.org

Please also visit our website: Helvetas Mozambique



https://helvetas.abacuscity.ch/en/jobform_1_1153700/ETH4D-Internship-Youth-Employment-Sustainable-Agriculture-Mozambique
mailto:ben.blumenthal@helvetas.org
https://www.helvetas.org/en/mozambique

